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~ ASIATIC,

New BSpring Gowns to Have
Plentiful Display of Crys-
tal Embroidery,

T* yom wish to be fastiflous In vour

I usa of words it Is quits poesibla

to explaln tha Incoming fashion
fas avening gowns by calllng them
Aelatls, Ths popular word wwould be
vampira.

Naot that the publio is overly familiar
with Mr. Bram Btoker's “Dracula” or
that Rumanian superstition has be-
esoma universal through that partieu-
|ar allv's part in the war. Nathing so

tar fastched brought the word vampire, |

ar noun and verb, ints tha common
purrancy of our languaze; ths “mov-
fen" Al 1t

To the furthest stretches of the
dssniata routss acroas this vast contl-
pant goes the “movie” wvampire, and
tha film is alons responaible for one
! tha vivid words of tha twentleth
century,

When ona triss to axplain, therafora,
tha suddsn new movemaont in evening
frocks for spring and summer it 18
pext tn epeak In tha vernacular, It {&
andarstood, As between Asia and the
vampirs, Samiramis i{s to Theda Bara
as tha Cambrian marshes are to Maln
pirast,

gawill wa “vamp" when wa wear the
naw spring clothes, fs the guestion
asliad by men. Will there coms about
that horrific apsctacla of the stout and
tha middle aged attempting the impon-
gibls—t0 be subtle and eelltke, sensu-
our and alurlog? IHeaven .fnrfend.
Yot remamber the simpering eold co-
quatts wearing fancy dress in “Lord
and LaAy Algy,” who explained that
shs was “after Reynolds," to which
Faversham replied, “God help Reyn-
elde” No ons wanis to sea that spec-
tacla repeatad among one's friends out
o oomedy. The fluttering dove attl-
tnds |s bad anough when one ls over
fitty and too wall fed; but the serpent
attitude ia repalling.

Dangerenaly Efective,
Samiramis cartalnly tempted menin

har Babylonlan costumes, ;lthmwh“

ahs was fat, undoubtedly, as she was
running true to Orlentallsm, and tha|
hstorlo fmpression is that she wus nn:l
Uks Theda Bara in appearance, but|
her vampirish costumes, whila of &
differsnt cut and quantity, were sure-
Iv and dangerounly effectiva,

Ehe may have started aven an entirely
pew fashlon for Babylon when she hur-
rledly want forth half dressed, as legend
tells, to quall the Babylonian revolt, and
esrtalnly this apizode i Indleative of her
trivmph over men, but as a ruls she was
swathed and wrapped with aparkling
arnd transparent draperies, That was
the Aslatic type of seductive clothing,

Was It beeauss she wore 8o miuch white,
by the way, thut she Was turned Into o
dave when she dled, as lagend again has
It7 Strange fate for » vampira. Did ahe

lka (t, wa wonier.

All of which in Interesting in the light
that 1t ia she and her kind from whom
the new evening gowna are taken, and
not from the modern version of the vam-
plra transiated Into a symbollo figure,
with dark skirts wrapped sbout the
tigure, with arms bars and writhing lke
b snnkes.

Tha new costumes are of sturdler
bulld, coming down to us from & more
powerful type of woman. Yot they are
modltied ayan at that to the demanda of
thia day and to the soclal environment
which envelops and protacts us. Cap-
tisns eritices may retort that thin is the
only visible thing that doea protect the
tiahlonable woman In evening clothos,

Changes Frem Vieterianism,

Tha French designers say that in in-
brducing this abrupt about-facs from
tha pannler of Mosart and the huge
erinolines of the Spanish seventsenth
esntury, they are leehln’ to pleass the
Amsrican women| why it ls not easy
th say, for Jast season they fnaistad upon
our limited purchases and the self-gvi-
dent fact that Parisienne and Spanish
woman of wealth and social distinction
wera depanded upon to absorb thair timd
and talent

It s more lkely to be the truth that
tha hoopekirt and pannler, the girdle
bodiea and uncoversd shoulder, ths
wreaths of roses and grapes {n Baccha-
nallan profusion have begun to pall
on the Parisiennss and on that other
Jargs and prosperous European set who
follow the dictates of Parls without
ecoming & “t” or dotting an “1.* This
"t has hasn spending money lavishly
with thoughts of brilllant gayety always
In thelr schems of dally life and they
fnsist upon something new for thelr
money at a season when the French
hivs always domanded s change In
ralment to keep step with the alluring
And refrashing French spring.

Naturally the Parls dressmakers are
nffoiintly eanny to realize that the
launehing of & style that might please
e American women as well as the
Frenoh would be excellent business
8Bagacity, Thay rarely lack that sstise.
Thera 1a & whisper that as France
fryacts an  astounding avalanche of
American tourists batwesn May and
Sevanibar sha really wishes to put for-
Werd the entive produet of an enter-
Precg ant Ingenlous nation In & be-
€ = manner, an exhibition that

¥ ot raise arguments as to their
Wisesility to sult our peopls. Thess
LTS
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OR VAMPIRE, MOTIF THE LATEST IN EVENING

mer, you may remambar, In regard to
certaln dominating fashions.

Probably thera is verity tn thian Tt
would be tha best way to get mnney.
Wa hava It to spend and Francs neads
It. Therefors the demand and supply
ahould bs arranged to meset.

Whothar or not the long, dinging
swirling kind of froock really pleases
tha Ameriran In left to the Immadiate
futura, The news item Is that it now
appears and |s walting for scosptancs
1t affers (tse1f as a drastio changs from
the hutterfly futflity of the array of
frocks that have hlown hither and

thither over tha world sincsa thersa was
a rovival of the artificialities of the two
venturies thit preteded the ninateenth.

Lannched at Stagmering Prices

Ahatit thesa riew affarings there Is A
vivil sngeastion of thosa thousand
dollar gowns bullt by the Callot Sistera
In Paris Iast autumn. Ths observern
ware whockell hy thelr price, They wWern
the sensation of the sepson
Bafors et Auguat five hundred dol-
lars for one gown WAS AN axiravagancsa
which merited gasps and indignation
A thoysand dollars, which was tha new
prios, fell with a dull thud upon the
rublie’s sar, It mennt disaster; It was
the portent of coming troubla And the

troubla eama an achedila tima

A a forerunner of high pricea It haa
ta plnea In sartorial history, this esries
of Babylonian svening gowns shown in
the vxqulstts Cliness salon of the Callot
house on the Champs Elysees. Just
thers wna the beginning of what Law.
renca Reamer cilis the high cost of no
clothen,

Amerioan Adressmakers Immediutely
took up the cus, They vied ons with
the other o valis thalr gowns at prices
that one associated with emeralds and
poarle, Thess pxaggerated wvaluutions
moon  axhnusted theamsalves, for thers
was a susplolon that thay waes 1sed
for advertining purposss; yet the antire
range of prices, rising on tha tids with
thissa sensationnl dnes, has ramained at
a high lavel never bofors renched sinee
the figleaf wos discarded for cloth,

Callot, llke FPolret, has o weinl, an
uncanny, way of carelesaly throwing a
fushlon into the market without ynduly
accentuating It and the world passes |t
by with nmusement or toleranocs, with-
out susplcion and nevoer a desirs for pos-
seeslon.  Then the world awales some
morning to find that specinl fashlon s
in pospesston of the fleld. Over and ovar
ure women and commerclallsts fooled In
this manner.

Thesa Babylonian gowns at a thoy-
mnd doliars are not actually copled
to=day, but they eugmgestad the use ol
spariding colored erystals to make n
frock glimmer and glisten 1ikes the Ta)
Muhal, They muggcsted tha voluminous
usa of flexible. traruparent drapery to
cling to the figure, to soften it and en-
hunce It

They sugmested tha high decolletags
which merely vells the flesh and covers
the arms with swarhings of tulle, some
timen haavily jewslled after tha manner
of high cnaste Asintic women, It Is thess
features of fashion that have now come
10 pass

Our Interpretation of It.

Do not get alarmed at the Introdne
tien of Babylonian costumery or thes
mention of it and see In the mind's eye
o collectlon of .modern women looking
Ilike temple dancers or I!mitatlons of
Euth St. Denia Ewven If this ahould
come to pass It may be permissible to
vy wa would not appear much |aus
ciothed than at certialn times during
the last four years, when semi-nudity
had reached a stats of mceeptance that
had not prevalled since the duys®im-
madiataly after thse American and
Frenoh ravolutions

The draparies then wers so trans-
parent that the managers of the fa-
mous and stately Assembly Balls In
Philadelphin requested a lady of high
degrea not to array herself for nny
futurs ball In the type of costums which
had created a scandal mt her last pube
lio appearnnoe.

Philadeiphin soclaty then led tha
American continent, and it took this
breach of tha decenclas, a® It was
termed, with &8 much seriousness and
Indignation as the boulevard crowd took
tho lack of clothea of Mme. Hamelin
when she was dressed, according to a
French jfournal of that tima, "“as a
Roman Iady, but not unltks one of thosa
matrons whose principal attire was their
native modesty."”

The influsnce of the recent four years
has reduced resistance, It would seem, to
transparency In women's dress. One can
be sure of thin by golng through the by-
ways and Hedgea to mee how eanily
people adopt certdin revealing fashions
that had been taboo for & century. The
entire world adjusted Itsalf to this stats
of affalrs In evening dresa What was
onca considernd scandalous was, and I,
considered merely fashionable

Aotually the new spring gowns are
not as shoeking to the averags observer
ns the topless bodices and the knee
length gkirts that soon hecame common-
place in this country after thair sensa-
tional Introduction during the war. Even
tha most strictly conservative of women's
journals, that once would not permit &
decollste frock publishsd on Its pages,
now permits a frock that 1s guiltless of
any material whatever above ths hust
Bo time flles.

Sparkling Crystals Prevail.

Hare ara the saltent points of the new
style an It has coma befors our vislon

tats wers unceasing last sum-

. 4

this early in the season. Flrst and

aohisflytr A plentiful play of colored
crystal embroldery, the kind that |Ia
transiucent and sparkles llks snow when
It falls through sunlight, or & half faded
ralnbow over the ocean. Thare are A
fow frocks so extremvs in this fashloning
that they could clalm kinship to the one
worn by Mme Alda In "Marouf”

Another dominant festurs ‘s tha hip
girdle, wide, 8lnuous and gilttering, and
the slun, stralght line between the
shoulders and hips which disregards
the pormal walstline. The long cling-
Ing akirt la alsn a part of the schame,
ona that Is dofinitely longer than the
flounced and bunched-up akirt which
haa found favor In the ayes of the
publle for a year., Thera Is & signifi-
cant point also In the slesves, which
actunlly cover ths arms to tha wrints
In snme froocks: the hare arm with tha
V-shaped open'ng bensath it to the
walst In threatonad with extinetion. It
was (rec and wo are not to he
Grecian

An A congrate exampla hers iz & gown
of the new type: Oray tulle over sliver
tulls with & chiffon foundation; great
rlusters of opalsscent ambroldery done
with facettad orystals and wha: we ance
called flshpealan; the decolietage of the
bodies not extending more than five
inches from the base of neck; the full
slesves covering part of the hand and
wrapping therselves around the arm
between shoulder and wrist, showing
spinshes of gleaming crystals from el-
bow to wrist.

Habylonian Beading on Serge.

Tle lining to the hodlce, bullt of sew
ernl layers of tullea and chiffon, does
not extend but half way up tha fgure,
and the upper part of tulle, arranged 'n
two layers, Is so plastered down on the
akin that it gives the sembiance of flesh,
softenad, velled, made artistic. There
fe o truly gorgeons girdls of tha spark-
ling beading about the hipa, from irhich
drops a swathing skirt tha® tralls on
the floor at the back, but Is rather
short in front and at sides. The stock-
Ingan that go with the frock ara opa-
leacent and the brocade heeslsd sandals
are joewellad,

Such are the componant parts of &
modern Babylonian avening gown. The
detalin’ differ In each two frocks. Une.
Goubtedly tha fishion will have srow.
ing Influence ma the season progresses,

loslng probably Ita inttial divection, but
not lesing In momentum.

This idea of splashing translucent
bends and glittering scales on clothes
may have preceded or followsd the
Asnintio evening frock. Tt was sprung
on Parls In February, which ssems to
prove that it followed Callot's attempt
to ereate & Hyzantine atmoephere eariier
in the season,

The introduction of jewsiled galters
with brilllant frocks was the firat strong
originality that emphasized the fashion.
After that came the sxhfbition by dress.
makers of serge, tricot and tafata frocks
hoavily garnished with sparkling bits of
crystals. Velvet basques appeared with
flickering lines of these glass bits, in da-
aign, running down the front and sdging
{he sleeves. Embroldery In sllken floss
well nigh dlsappeared bofore February
nrrived, although stitchery, especially in
lattien work design and dons In cotton
threads, will continue to rula Informal
gowns and hata

It s not quite sccording te our Ideas

Evening frock on the
[aft in of black satin
and ivory lace with
cream silk net over
shoulders. The Baby-
lonian gown Is of orchid
chiffon wrapped about
the figure., The Asiatic
gown on the right is of
old blue satin and lace
with bodice of net heay-
lly embroidered with
glittering fishscales and
crystals. The frock on
the seated figurs s
built of several layers
of opalescant chiffon
with crystals bodice
and neck chain,
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GOWNS

Skirts to Be Long and Clinge
ing, With Wide Glittering
Hip Girdle.

new tashion, ns it fits Ints tha scheme
of things with startling adaptability. It
has exnctly tho right opalescent tones
It suggests gll tha fairy tals lora of sur
childhood, |1|rkt‘.ns tales of Arabls and
Fersin,

That the emphasis will ba 1ald on the
hipe thare {8 small doubt in the minda of
the dressmnkers of apring clothea, They
aes In the avening gowns that this fashs
fon has sufficlently vital force to spread
itasif 1o all types oF costiimes. The low-
ered waistling is expected to rulae. It in
an eagy way to disguise the thickness
of tha modern walst and It {s a definita
revarsal nf the Victorin, Secand Empire
or Louls XV, glihoustte, whichever vom
chooge to eall i Sush & changs (s what

Areasmakers ardently desira—a reversal
af a pravailing atyle, With It in their
hands, howaver, Lljay ars nol quits suro
of its power o impose a differant con=
tour on the mass of buyers, so here In
Anierica, a8 there In Paris, o medley of
fashions is presented for every woman'#
choies at the opening of A new Eeason.

The single naw development thHal runs
like & scarlet thread through the axhibl-
tinns Is this Babvlonlan contour, the
translucent beading with scales and the
high decolletave without lining.

1t s the fashion eet by Callot and Mads
aleine ot Madelelne last August in direct
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oolored beads and glittering Ash scales, | sequins
but mo doubt we will accent It after Mather-af-near]
Argument, as recantly we accepted e

frocks, and later a light design of jst

caught up Ilnto the whirlwind of thia

of fitness that a colored cloth frock | use of padded silk roses on dark hluelntmmmnn to a world full of hoopakir

should bear on its surface a mass of crinolines, panniers, Victorian seslle

licuiices. 1L waa gresteg wilth tolerance
and amussmaent
Sow—will it wia?



